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MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Direetor/Support 
SUBJECT : History of the CIA Cornerstone Bax 


Following the symbolic placing of the Cornerstone Box at the 
daying of the CIA Cornerstone by the President of the United States, 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, on 3 November 1959, the box was removed fraa 
ites niteh and taken into custody untii such time as the Cornersti:.1e 
was permanently empleced. At that tia, the Cornerstone Box con! sined 
only that material which was listed in the program of the Ceremoi./, 
rainus the microfilm of the newspapers of 3 Nowember, the tape rev ording 
of the Cornerstone Ceremony, and the pshotographs of that oceansio. 


2. Despite the Director’s joking remark to the President (recorded 
on the tape) that the contents of the toa were "secret", there were no 
classified documents in the Cornerstone Fox. Pridr to the ceremony, 
vareful consideration had been given te the documents which were to he 
insluded in the Box. After consultation with the Deputy Directors and 
the Inapestor General, Mr. Walter Pforzheimer, the Curator of the CIA 
Historical Intelligence Collection, hac drawn up @ list of proposed 
materials for inclusion in the Box, subject to the approval of Mr. Dulles. 
Yneluded on the list were a considerable number of classified docunents, 
Largely in the field of Netional Estimates. It was finally deter.:ined 
not to inelude any classified materiel in the Cornerstone Box at he 
time of the Ceremony, and that the vhole subject cf classified ec tents 
should be held in abeyance until it cowld be determined what degi 
of eontrol the Seeurity Office would arve over the new building wien 
the box was finally put inte the Cornerstone. Leste in Septeuber .360, 
the contreetors advised that they wer2 virtually at the point when 
they would desire to lay the Cornerstone permanently. At that tine, 
the contents of the Cornerstone Box were reconsidered, and the DCI 
mede a final determination that it skowld contain no classified material. 
&t the request of the Office of the LOP, there was added to ‘the c-ntents 
of the Box thone medals whieh are everded for distinguished servi ¢ 
in the field of intelligence, namely: the National Seeurity :edai : 
the Distinguished Intelligence Cross, the Diatinguishead Inte ilige :e Medal, 
the Intelligence Star, and the Intelligente Medal of Merit; toget or 
with a deseription of these mede@is ard the certificates whie® 
aecempany them when awarded; and alec e copy of the Certifieste c‘ 
terit with Distinetion and the Certificate of Merit. The ccrplet: 
list of the contents of the Cornerstcne Box is appended as Tab A. 


3. At this time, reconsideraticn tas alao given to the pro; - 
preservation of the contents of the Cornerstone Bex and its ultin se 
sealing. There had been & general feeling that the copper box, f .nished 
vy the arehitects, vas not of the decired standard. It was rathe. too 
emell tor the contents, and its copper vas not sufficiently “sick ‘o 
withstand the necessary velding of the to. without serious]; thar .ng 
the papers enclosed. On the other hend, Lt nad te be of the corr.uct 
size to fit into the niche provided fin it. behind the Corner ‘one 
gle>. For these reascns, Kr. H. Getes Licyd, Assistant Dep: - Di. stor/ 
Suygert, made saa ra throvuga the CVA Teehnivel Serwie. :: Di . sion, 
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whose sides are about an eignth oy an inch thick. The box has been 
constructed from thirty pounls of copper. The Magnetic tape recording 
of the Cornerstone Ceremony and the formal opening of the contractors’ 


‘pias on the building has been pla:ed in a steei bo with a quarter inch 


steel plate on top and bottaa, ani a 1/8 insh steel plate on the sides. 
A description of the Cornerstone 10x and its preperation, written by 
the Bureau of Standards, is attatned herevith as Tab B. 
4, On 20 Cetober 1960, Mr. ioyd and Mi. Prorzheimg,, seecmoen ed. 
oF Ts goof the fet Bl Services Division staff 


paaced the ce Cornerstone Box. The Box cover was 
then welded into place by Bureau 
process was under the sopervision of George A. Hllinger, Chief of 
the Corrosion Section, Metallurgy Division, National Bureau of 
Standards, and Melwin Romenoff of his staff. Pietures of the ceremony 
vere taken. ‘The copper box was tren buffed by Kr. Zieda, elso 4 
Bureau employee. Irseribed on the top of the Box is an instruction 
whieh reads as follows: 

Top 

fo Open: 

Cut Carefully Near Top 

Do Not Use Torch 


5. On 2 November, Colonel 1. K. White, Deputy Director/Support, 
accompanied by Mr. Lloyd and Mr. Pforzheimer, inserted the Cornerstone 
Box into its niteh, and the Cornerstone was then lowered into place. 
Hany of the participant. ues a0 ineluded Mr. Jemes A. Garrison, 
Direetor of Logistics, Chief of the Building 
Planning Staff, and othex mermberr oO: Bieri, as weli es 
reprasentatives of the arshivects and contractors, threw lucky pennies 
inte the niteh with the Box. Phctographs were teken. 


Rakter FLOmaicawe 
Curetor/Historical Intelligence 
Collection 
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Copy of Memorandum for President Franklin D. Roosevelt from Major 
Soneral Williem J. Donoven, Dirsctor of the Office of Strategic Services, 
Gated 18 Nowamber 1944, regarding the establishment of a permanent 
sentralized intelligence service a:d copy of Memorandum from President 
Roosevelt to Generel Donovan, data 5 April 1945, directing that 
General Donovan discuss his plan with the appropriate officials of the 
Goverment. 


Copy of President Harry S. Trman's Executive Letter of 22 January 
1946, establishing the Nationn) Imselligence Authority end the Central. 
Intelligense Group. 


Statement of General (then Licutenant Geneval) Hoyt S. Vandenberg, 
Director of Central Intelligence, ‘xefore the Senate Committee on Amaed 
Services, on 29 April 1947, in sug sort of the sections of the proposed 
ational Security Act of 1947 to e3tablish the Central Intelligence 
Agenty . 


A Text end Explanation of Stasutes and Executive Orders relating 
specifically to the Centre) Intelligence Agency, ineluding Enabling 
and Approprietions Acts for the coustruction of the new CIA Building. 


Reproduntion of the CIA seal and ite officiel deseription. 


"weilden J. Donovan and the Nacional Security." A speeeh by 
Allen W. Dulles, Director of Central. Intelligence, to the Srie 
County Bar Aesoeiation, Buffelo, Faw York, 4 May 1959. 


Aerial photographs of the earza of the CIA Building site at the 
ame of the Cornerstone Ceremony. 


Cosy of the arehitect’s drawing of the CIA Building as it will 
appear when completed. 


Invitation to the ceremony, ¢opy of the Progrem, tape recording 
of the proceedings, selected photcgrephs of the ceremony, and copy of 
pemphlet entitled "The Cornerstone Ceremony," containing the speeches 
meade on the cecesion. 


A alerofilm of Washington ant. northern Virginia end newspapers for 
3 Hovember 1959 (the date of the cevemony), and selected articles frou 
subsequent Lesues (4-6 November) coacerning the ceremony. 


Tae Rational Seeurlty Medel ond the three CIA Medals, the 
Distinguished Intelligence Cross, the Distinguished Intelligent: Medel, 
the Tutelligense Star, and the IntelLiigence Meéal of Merit; tog.ther 
with a deserintion of these medal«: and the certificates which c.:coxpeny 
thea when ewerded; oni alse a copy o¢ tae Certifieate of Korit sith 
Tietinetion emi the Certifiente o: :cit. 
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the contents inserted ia tae pox end the 1id wes welded 


During the operation ci serihing the Lid, the container 


Vaso inwerded in vater up to ore itsi trem the top in order to 


Geommerature insides tne #2. 


ssior 6G sealing the cocuear tac, tie same opermtions were 


vrormed on a dummy box vhien coroined. samijur articles. Before 
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“em ow ves made and senied et rhe Bationel Bureau of Stendsrdas. 
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